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Presentation Notes
This model demonstrates what the Earth would look like without ocean water. With ocean water missing, the seven large tectonic plates on Earth’s surface are visible. The movement of these plates determines the ocean basin size, shape, and features. Some of these ocean features include the highest peaks, deepest valleys, and flattest plains found on Earth. Determining the depth and location of these features is called ocean bathymetry. Point out to students that the Mid-Ocean Ridge runs vertically down the middle of the Atlantic  Ocean in between North America/South America and Europe/Africa. The Mid-Ocean Ridge represents one of the ocean floor features they are going to be learning about. (NOTE: Teacher will introduce bathymetry to students in the next part of this lesson Part C and the complete concept of plate tectonics in Lesson 3.)

Source: http://csc.noaa.gov/psc/dataviewer/#view=draining

(NOTE: If the animation will not play there is windows media version with this unit.)
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